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One day in a far away country, a band of soldiers knocked on the door and told a missionary family that they had

two hours to pack up before these troops would escort them to the train station. Theyuld be permitted to take
with them only two hundred pounds of stuffSo forthe nexttwo hours the family made the hard decisions of

what they should take or leave.
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I £ 2 yOH ad on it went, putting stuff on the bathroom scale and taking it off until finally they had a pile of

possessios that totaled two hundred pounds on the dot.
At the appointed hour, the soldiers returned. "Are you ready?" They asked. "Yes." "Did you weigh your stuff?"

"Yes, we did." "Two hundred pounds?"Yes, two hundred pounds on the dot."Did you weigh the kids?" "Um, . ..

No." "Weigh the kids!"Suddenly all the other valuables became not so \aile. The vase, the typewriter, and the

books paled in comparison to the children.
What about the value ofyour family? Are they more valable than materialpossessions?

Bean Salad
1 (15 oz.) can green beans
1 can or approx. 1 ¥ cups kidney beans, rinsed
1 can garbanzo beans (chick peas), rinsed

1 can olives, sliced

1-2 Tbsp olive oll

2 Tbsp lemon juice

%-1 tsp salt or vegetable salt to taste
Chopped sweet onion, optional

Rinse and mix beans then add dressing and stir in gently. This is even better if refrigerated slightly, but
refrigeration is not necessary. Remember color is what makes this salad attractive. You may add 1 can
black beansrinsed, for additional color if using green olives.  Thiakes a nice crossountry travel salad if
using canned beans.
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One day, one of my friends asked , AHow i s
sohartheaded?0 | answered, ﬁBecaUSe% ol I c
Bi ble. o When there i soldddothofus arewiteng Fiépnp nf on i
submit to a fAThus saith the Lord. P ‘ - he f

marriageChrist and His word must be the center, and as each of us draw n¢ %
Christ we will automatically draw closer to eadiwtker the LORD build the _.'_j;
house, they | abPBsaml27:zh vain that b

God wants us to have happy marriages. | read this statement several years ago,
and it made a deep impressionofiind. pr i de and s e Iminuteswoulel esiovevaeoste | a
di f f i{EW1191t wald beavell to think when there is a prolonged amgubeing selfidhRilippians 2:3,4
statesflLet nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let eabktestéleam other
themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on thedhimgpofcipierallows for
compromise where Biblical principles are not at stake. For example, when we got married, my husband lov
cereal, wie | grew up eating healthiesmeteet cereals for breakfast. As children came into the picture, this
became a bigger issue until we settled on a c¢omg
cereal o a meal

A few yeaimgo, | read a story about a man and a woman that had an exceptionally happy marriage.
younger women asked the secret to the success of their marriageWdhe said, we got marri ed
would pick one thing to overlook that he idiiietfeal me. Through the years | never decided what that thing was
each time he did something t hdCfold8 statesCadrite suffemin I
long and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself uns
seeketh not her ovemot easily provok#dnketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth Baheetiuth;

_ all thing believeth all things, hopeth all thntlyseth all thing€harity never
Truelovelsnota f ai | Iafadt, # you implement this plan to overlook an irritation you may even
feeling, but to enjoy some of those things your spouse does that irritate you.

- King Solomon wrote, Pro 21119 | s better to dwel

rather a decision. a contenti ous aadPda28ni latn girsy bweotnmaenr. ot o
the housetop, than wi t Heclarifiessiwhathe means bywsayimgimual droppang w i
I n a very rainy day &Prwd2 7a 1c5o nt eWitvieosy s |vdovnea nl eaarren
between reminding and nagging. If you would draw your husbandsangifiuloicestag on the side of reminding
and not to cross over into nagging zone. Remember you were credtehtmbeifiss nd t he L ORD
I's not good that the man shoulGen 218 Tughounrarriage years | |
my husbandds dirty s oc k sthehdmpesipsteadoensisidéoda while this n d  u [
irritated me. But day after day, | decided to enjoy helping him by picking up his socks and putting them in th
little over 15 years later, when my husband and | wereysepaoitail on and off for 5 months, | realized |
actually missed picking up those dirty socks.

But di rt waysanstitute allthe prablemsanla marriage. Every marriage will be tested, and
because many people deem love to be a feeling, when that feeling disappears, they want out. iiatead of a f
love is a high and holy principle, altogetheridifeegatter from that love which is awakened by impulse, and
which suddenl y d (Ceristian®dumtion 280eevie rtehl ey qtueesstteido.nd r e ma i
loveoHer eds an idea that wor k aodhe toantry waspartictldrle harfd.i Thaugh a
few kind folks gave us some firewood, we didnot
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house before the snow. The children were still small, and day after day | tietgarebui/tmdwvith a hand

saw to keep the house at 50°F. | began to resent the fact that my husbandrgonta gice warm thrift store

all day while I shoveled 3/10 of a mile driveway, cooked, did laundry by hand, homeschoolecandittied to st:
day. One day, | finally decided | had about had it, but | decided to write my husband a letter stating why | we
him. After all, the Bible tefisusn every thing give thanks: Yyow. dhi
(1Thess. 5:18) |l was slow in starting ,mbecamea t er
little easier and soon | had a 2 or 3 page letter to give to himbyTtied tptiee of God, saved our marriage, for
by he time | reached the end, | realized how blessed | was to have the husband that | had. | realized that tr
not a feeling, but rabher a decision fAfor better

Holes Left Behind

oFor rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, astdbbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast
rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being kiSgmuel 15:23

Someone tells the story of a boy who was rebelling against his dad constantly. This boy was ddsgoying
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boy began to obey his father. One by one, the nails came out. When the last nail came
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Youth, today you are sowing seeds that you will reap lateur rebelliongdisobedience,

and worldly lifestyle will leave holes that will never be undone. You may repehtaisake your ways

when you are oldef and Christ will forgive youyut you can never undo the past. Your past influence will
have donets harm.

¢ KS . A0 fFRemeénm®drhow thyZreatordn the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor

the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, | have no pleasure in §ecalesiastes 12:1
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to enter the army of the Lord and serve him. Will yoiswer the call?

| PROFITABLE TRADITIONS- CultivateHappy FamiliesPlay the SHMILY )
= game. SHMILY is short feze How Muchl Love You. This is an excellent way to show y I
| your spouse or your children how much you love them. Hide this phrase in places for -
« themto find. For example, write it on the toileaper a few squares down or put it on a pdtshote in folded I
I clothes, spell it with berries on the breakfast plate. Sometimes | have written and highlighted this in a document my
. husband was typing up when he was having a hard day. Be creative. dooraysimple, but you may be surprised I
I how much it cheers the day and how often it will come backtogou. i A& GKS fAGGES | GdG8Syi
. Incidents and simple courtesies of life, that make up the sum of life's happiness; and it is ¢seafeghdly, |
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@@‘ Written by D. Roberts age2l  lllustrated by D. Roberts age 10

GOS A¥AZING CREATURES
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Christian enjoys taking time to play with his little Carnal doesndt |ike
brother. He also sings scripture songs to him. sister comes to play with him. He tells
Christ i ands mother is gl ad t Ik hertogoaway. She cries when he says
for his little brother. Jesus is happy too. that. Jesus is sad that Carnal is mean to
his little sister.
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If you would like to begin receiving our
monthly newsletter via e -mail, please
contact us at
biblepathways@hotmail.com
Or visit us at:
biblepicturepathways.com
swiftrunnerministries.com
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